
BEECHAM Edward Jack 

 

 Australian  

 Private  Australian Infantry, A.I.F. : 2nd Battalion.   " H"  company 

 Age 27 Date of Death: 08/08/1915  

Service No: 969  

 Edward was known as Ted, and shown as such in the Commonwealth War Graves records, which gives his  

place of birth as Tollesbury, Essex, England .The 1901 Census confirms this & shows the family at Tollesbury, 

as  Edward Beecham aged 12 , his mother  Emma Beecham aged 33  & an uncle Robert Beecham  aged 25 

working as a  Blacksmith, all born & living at Tollesbury. His father is not in the census but appears in the 

Royal Naval records as  :- Beecham, Charles Henry with  Official Number: 340894, Place of Birth: Tollesbury, 

Essex born Date 11 June 1873.  Edward is shown in the Australian records as :- Religion Church of England ; 
Occupation Baker ; Address  Lnglesbury, Queensland  ; Marital status  -Married;  & Age at embarkation 26 .  

His Next of kin  is given as Wife, Mrs Lucy Beecham, 37 Burnaby Road, Southend on Sea, England . 

Enlistment date was 4 September 1914 . He is shown as having served previously for 8 years in the Royal 

Marine Light Infantry. 

Embarkation Roll number 23/19/1  gives the following  Embarkation details :-  Unit embarked from Sydney, 

New South Wales, on board Transport A23 Suffolk on 18 October 1914 . His Nominal Roll  shows him as a 

Private serving with the  2nd Battalion 

 Other details from Roll of Honour Circular :- Enlisted 4 September 1914. Taken on strength, 2nd Battalion, 25 

September 1914. Fate Killed in Action 8 August 1915 Place of death  Lone Pine, Gallipoli .Age at death 27  

The 2nd Battalion was among the first infantry units raised for the AIF during the First World War. Like the 1st, 

3rd and 4th Battalions it was recruited from New South Wales and, together with these battalions, formed the 

1st Brigade. 

The battalion was raised within a fortnight of the declaration of war in August 1914 and embarked just two 

months later. After a brief stop in Albany, Western Australia, the battalion proceeded to Egypt, arriving on 2 

December. The battalion took part in the ANZAC landing on 25 April 1915 as part of the second and third 

waves, and was led by Lieutenant Colonel G. F. Braund, who was killed in action nine days later. On 6 August, 

the 1st Brigade led the charge at Lone Pine. Among the dead was the commander of the 2nd Battalion, 

Lieutenant Colonel R. Scobie, killed during a Turkish counter-attack. The battalion served at ANZAC until the 

evacuation in December 1915. 



A scene in the 

trenches of 

Lone Pine on 

the day he 

died, 8 August 

1915. The 

photographer 

is unknown 

but the image 

conveys a 

sense of the 

losses 

sustained by 

both sides in 

the three day 

battle. 

The Australian 

diversionary 

assault on 6 

August 1915 

on the Turkish 

trenches at 

Lone Pine was 

carried out by 

the four battalions - 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th - of the 1st Brigade, AIF, from New South Wales.  At 4.30 pm  a 

bombardment of the Turkish positions began which lasted for one hour before the scheduled time of the attack - 

5.30 pm. Charles Bean described the scene: ...through the Dip were now filing in three separate routes ... the 

2nd, 3rd and 4th [Battalions - the 1st Battalion was held in reserve] which were to make the attack. The bright 

sun of a warm summer afternoon shone upon their backs ... Behind them, far down on the twinkling sea, lay the 

warships, firing occasional salvos. The three columns steadily disappearing into the dusty rabbit warren of 

trenches reminded onlookers of the regulated traffic of a metropolis ... When the bombardment was half 

through, the three assaulting columns were in position both in the tunnelled firing line and in the main line 

behind it, ready to launch the formidable demonstration upon which so much depended. In many respects Lone 

Pine was a battle of the 'bombs'. The Turks, according to official historian Charles Bean, seemed to have an 

'inexhaustible supply' of their cricket-ball style bombes and they had been well trained in throwing them. The 

Anzacs had come ashore without any kind of 'bomb' so a 'bomb factory' was hastily established near Anzac 

Headquarters at the beach.   'Bombs' were made by stuffing old jam tins with pieces of Turkish shell and barbed 

wire. 

 

Medals: 1914-15 Star,  1914- 1920 British War Medal, 1914-1919 Victory Medal - War service: Egypt, 

Gallipoli 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: 17. 

The eight month campaign in Gallipoli was fought by 

Commonwealth and French forces in an attempt to force 

Turkey out of the war, to relieve the deadlock of the 

Western Front in France and Belgium, and to open a 



supply route to Russia through the Dardanelles and the Black Sea. The Allies landed on the peninsula on 25-26 

April 1915; the 29th Division at Cape Helles in the south and the Australian and New Zealand Corps north of 

Gaba Tepe on the west coast, an area soon known as Anzac. On 6 August, further landings were made at Suvla, 

just north of Anzac, and the climax of the campaign came in early August when simultaneous assaults were 

launched on all three fronts. Lone Pine was a strategically important plateau in the southern part of Anzac which 

was briefly in the hands of Australian forces following the landings on 25 April. It became a Turkish strong 

point from May to July, when it was known by them as 'Kanli Sirt' (Bloody Ridge). The Australians pushed 

mines towards the plateau from the end of May to the beginning of August and on the afternoon of 6 August, 

after mine explosions and bombardment from land and sea, the position was stormed by the 1st Australian 

Brigade. By 10 August, the Turkish counter-attacks had failed and the position was consolidated. It was held by 

the 1st Australian Division until 12 September, and then by the 2nd, until the evacuation of the peninsula in 

December. The LONE PINE MEMORIAL stands on the site of the fiercest fighting at Lone Pine and overlooks 

the whole front line of May 1915. It commemorates more than 4,900 Australian and New Zealand servicemen 

who died in the Anzac area - the New Zealanders prior to the fighting in August 1915 - whose graves are not 

known. Others named on the memorial died at sea and were buried in Gallipoli waters. The memorial stands in 

LONE PINE CEMETERY. The original small battle cemetery was enlarged after the Armistice when scattered 

graves were brought in from the neighbourhood, and from Brown's Dip North and South Cemeteries, which 

were behind the Australian trenches of April-August 1915. There are now 1,167 Commonwealth servicemen of 

the First World War buried or commemorated in this cemetery. 504 of the burials are unidentified. Special 

memorials commemorate 183 soldiers (all but one of them Australian, most of whom died in August), who were 

known or believed to have been buried in Lone Pine Cemetery, or in the cemeteries at Brown's Dip. No. of 

Identified Casualties: 4933 

 The Lone Pine Memorial, situated in the Lone Pine Cemetery at Anzac, is the main Australian Memorial on 

Gallipoli, and one of four memorials to men of the New Zealand Expeditionary Force. Designed by Sir John 

Burnet, the principal architect of the Gallipoli cemeteries, it is a thick tapering pylon 14.3 metres high on a 

square base 12.98 metres wide. It is constructed from limestone mined at Ilgardere in Turkey. The Memorial 

commemorates the 3268 Australians and 456 New Zealanders who have no known grave and the 960 

Australians and 252 New Zealanders who were buried at sea after evacuation through wounds or disease. The 

names of New Zealanders commemorated are inscribed on stone panels mounted on the south and north sides of 

the pylon, while those of the Australians are listed on a long wall of panels in front of the pylon and to either 

side. Names are arranged by unit and rank. The Memorial stands over the centre of the Turkish trenches and 

tunnels which were the scene of heavy fighting during the August offensive. Most cemeteries on Gallipoli 

contain relatively few marked graves, and the majority of Australians killed on Gallipoli are commemorated 

here. 

He is also shown on the memorial plaque at Saint Mary's Salcott. The Memorial plaque at St. Mary's listed two 

relatives, who served and came safely home:- Fred Beecham , who had been aged 7 at the 1901 Census born at 

Stambridge and living at Paglesham. & Charles Beecham  who had been aged 0 at the 1901 Census born at 

Paglesham and living at Paglesham 

Last updated                                                                                                  

Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

 


